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Tudor
Poets & Playwrights




Itinerary

Our literary tour provides an insight into the intrigue surrounding some of the most
famous Tudor literary figures induding Frands Bacon, Christopher Madowe, Ben
Jonson, John Hetcher, Edmund Spenser, Edward de Vere, Earl of Oxford and
William Shakespeare.

Your tour will examine the lives and times of these literary greats. We will visit some
of the places where they lived, studied, performed and wrote their great
masterpieces.

Day 1 Arrival at Heathrow
Day 2 Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre

in London
Day 3 Cambridge
Day 4 The Cambridge Colleges
Day 5 Stratford -upon -Avon
Day 6 Stratford - Shakespeare Tralil
Day 7 Oxford

ambient

fours



On your arrival you will be met by
your Ambient Tours tour leader and
-' then transferred, by coach, to your
country estate hotel near Windsor.

Check in on arrival and enjoy time to

# orientate yourself with your hotel and

, relax after your flight.

8= In the evening you will receive a
¥ welcome drink and a chance to meet

your fellow travellers, receive a tour
briefing from our tour leader and
collect your itinerary, before dinner at
the hotel.
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Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre, Bankside,

After breakfast in the hotel, you will board your coach for the journey to
Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre situated at Bankside, in London.

The Globe Theatre is a faithful reconstruction of the open air playhouse,
designed in 1599, where many of Shakespeare’s plays were performed.
During your guided tour you will visit the Globe exhibition that brings the
world of Shakespeare to life using a range of interactive displays and live
demonstrations.

This will be follow ed a tour of the theatre where your expert guide will re-
create colourful stories of the original Globe and the reconstruction process
in the 1990s.

After lunch, at the Swan at the Globe, you will either enjoy a matinee
performance at the theatre or guided visit to the archaeological site
of the Rose, the first theatre built on Bankside in 1587.

Youwi ll then return to your hotel for dinner and overnight.




Day 3 Visit to Cambridge

Pack your suitcases before breakfast at the hotel. You will

picked up by your coach for the journey to the historic ad- -
University City of Cambridge. jl! 3?! l= %:1

Cambridge is compact and cosmopalitan. You will be able & f'
to admire the outstanding architecture of the college
buildings and medieval streets, college courts, gardens and
bridges.

The best place to appreciate what the city has to offer is
from the River Cam. You will enjoy a river tour by punt each
with its own experienced guide.

This will be followed by lunch before we board our coach
for the short drive to our historic country house hotel in rural
Hertfordshire. After check in, you will have ample time to
acquaint yourself with your surroundings and the fadilities
available at the hotel, before dinner and your overnight
stay.




Walking Tour of Cambridge and the University Colleges

After breakfast in your hotel you will board the coach for the journey to Cambridge.
There we will meet up with our tour guides for a walking tour that follows in the
footsteps of the many famous Tudor literary figures who attended the colleges in
Cambridge which, was very much ‘The Cradle of the Refomation’.

Our tour will take in Corpus Christie where Christopher Marlowe and John Fletcher
studied and where Madowe’s portrait hangs in the Senior Common Room. At
Trinity College there is a statue of ‘old boy’ Frands Bacon. Edward de Vere, Earl of
Oxford attended Queen'’s College and Edmund Spenser at Pembroke College.

Other Tudor authors with Cambridge connections indude Gabriel Harvey, Robert
Greene, Thomas Nashe and John Lyly and their contributions to literature will be
woven into our tour.

A light lunch will be taken in the dining room of one of the famous colleges or at a
restaurant or baron the tour route.

After the tour you will have free time to shop or just take in the sights before
returning by coach to your hotel for dinnerand overnight.



Day 5 Visitto StratfordJporrAvon,

Warwickshire

Pack your suitcases before breakfast in the hotel. After breakfast, we will leave by
coach for our visit to historic Stratford-Upon-Avon birthplace of William
Shakespeare. On the way, we will visit Warwick with its castle and mediaeval
buildings where you will have lunch before continuing your journey.

After checking in at your hotel, enjoy some free time to explore the grounds and
facilies. The centre of Stratford-upon-Avon is only 5 minutes away. You will have

time to check out the shops or perhaps enjoy an English cream tea down by the
river.

After an early dinner, you will walk the short journey to The Royal Shakespeare
Company for the evening performance before returning to your hotel for your
overnight stay.



Shakespeare Tour of StradpahAvon

After breakfast in the hotel we will be met by our guide for a tour of the places
associated with Shakespeare. starting with an illustrated talk during which you will
learn about his life in sixteenth century Stratford and in London’s theatredand; the
plays that made him famous and his return to Stratford as a prosperous gentteman.

Aftera tour of the house you will visit Anne Hathaway's Cottage a beautiful thatched
cottage that was the family home of Shakespeare’s wife.

After a light lunch, other places that you will also visit are Mary Arden’s Farm,
childhood home of the Bards mother, where you will take a step back in time to

expetlience life in the 1570’s, and Hall’'s Croft, home of Susanna, Shakespeare’s
daughter and her husband, John Hall.

Shakespeare’s last home was New Place. Nash’'s House now stands on the spot
but you will be able to view the archaeological exploration of the otiginal house.

Finally, you will visit Holy Trinity Church where Shakespeare was buried on 25 Apiil,
1616 and where he had been baptised just over 52 years earlier.

You will retum to your hotel and have time to relax and enjoy the facilities before a
Tudor themed dinnerand overnight stay.



Visit to Oxford

Pack your suitcases before breakfast at the hotel. You will picked up by your coach
for the Journey to the University City of Oxford.

After the break with Rome, Henry VIII took control of Chiist Church College from
Cardinal Wolsey and abolished the study of canon law. Instead he instituted
University Chairs for medicine, cvil law, Greek, Theology and Hebrew so shifting
the emphasis away from its monastic beginnings.

Our walking tour of Tudor Oxford will visit the places associated with some the
important people of the perod. Thomas More, Lord Chancellor to Henry VIII,
studied at Oxford; Cardinal Wolsey became gained his degree and became a fellow
at Magdalen College.

The literary figures John Donne (Hart Hall, now Hertford College), John Lyly
(Magdalen College) and Edward de Vere, Earl of Oxford all studied, or received
degrees, from the University.

Outside Balliol College is the spot where the Protestant Martyrs Latimer, Ridley (in
1555) and Cranmer (1556) where bumt at the stake on the orders of the Catholic
Queen, Mary I.

After our tour, we will have lunch and then board our coach for the transfer to the
airportin London for your journey home.
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