
Influential Tudors  

THE TUDORS 
ON THE TRAIL OF 



Itinerary  

Day 1 Arrival at Heathrow  

Day 2  Hampton Court Palace  

Day 3  Sudeley Castle  

Day 4  Hardwick Hall  

Day 5  Burghley House  

Day 6  Cambridge  

Day 7  Hatfield House & Departure  

The Tudor Kings and Queens were the figureheads of the Tudor pe-

riod but who were the real power brokers? This tour will provide a 

background to some of the most influential Tudors whose decisions, 

advice and actions have shaped history.                    



On your arrival you w ill be met by your Ambient Tours 

tour leader and then transferred, by coach, to 
your country estate hotel near Windsor. 

 

 Check in on arrival and enjoy time to 

orientate yourself w ith your hotel 

and relax after your f light.  
 

In the evening you w ill receive a 

welcome drink and a chance to meet 

your fellow  travellers, receive a tour 

briefing from your tour  leader  and 

collect your it inerary, before dinner at 
the hotel.  

Arrival into Heathrow Airport 

Day 1 



Day 2  

After breakfast in the hotel, you have the morning free to use the facilities at 
the hotel, explore its beautiful surroundings or even venture into historic 
Windsor before lunch at your leisure. 

In the afternoon you w ill be picked up by your coach for the short 
journey to Hampton Court Palace.  In 1514, Thomas Wolsey the 
Archbishop of York and later a Cardinal, transformed w hat 
was a grand house into a magnif icent bishop’s palace. He 
was a close friend of Henry VIII, but w hen he fell from 
grace the king appropriated the palace for himself and 
extended it into a magnif icent Royal Palace.  During a 
private tour you w ill visit the King’s State Apartments, the 
Chapel Royal and the Great Hall. 

After the Tour, there w ill be t ime to visit the magnif icent 
gardens including the famous maze before returning by 
coach to the hotel. Dinner and overnight at the hotel. 

Visit to Hampton Court Palace, Surrey 



Day 3  

Pack your suitcases before breakfast at the hotel. You w ill be picked up by 

your coach for the journey to Derby by w ay of Sudeley Castle in the 
Cotsw olds.  

Sudeley Castle is steeped in history and w as once home of the powerful 

Seymour family and to Queen Katherine Parr, the last and only surviving 

wife of Henry VIII. Henry, Anne Boleyn, Lady Jane Grey and Queen 

Elizabeth I have all lived at, or  visited Sudeley. Our guide w ill explain the 
history of this famous building and w e will enjoy a Connoisseur Tour of the 

private apartments.  

The tour w ill be follow ed by a light lunch and then you w ill board your coach 

for the onward journey to your hotel set in beautiful surroundings near 

Derby.   Check in, and have some free time to look around the hotel and its 

facilities before dinner and overnight stay. 

Visit to Sudeley Castle, Gloucestershire 



Pack your suitcases before breakfast at the 

hotel. You w ill be picked up by your coach for the 
journey to Stamford by w ay of Hardw ick Hall.  

Hardw ick Hall w as built in the 1590’s by Bess of 

Hardw ick and has remained unaltered since.  

Bess rose to prominence as a result of four 

moneyed marriages. A friend and rival of Elizabeth I, she w as a shrewd 
polit ical operator w ho founded a dynasty of dukedoms that still survive 

today.  

Our private tour w ill provide an insight into the life and t imes of this amazing 

woman. We w ill take lunch in the famous Hardw ick Inn on the estate before 

continuing our journey to your hotel in Stamford, Lincolnshire.  

Check in and relax before dinner and overnight. 

Visit to Hardwick Hall, 
Derbyshire 

Day 4  



Day 5  

After breakfast in the hotel, enjoy some free time 

to, explore and shop in historic Stamford before 
lunch at your leisure.  

In the afternoon you w ill be picked up by your 

coach from the hotel for the short journey to Burghley House.   Burghley 

House w as commissioned by William Cecil, the f irst Lord Burghley, and 

Lord High Treasurer to Queen Elizabeth I.  One of the largest and grandest 
house in the land, it w as built betw een 1555 and 1597 and has been in the 

hands of the family ever since.  Our guided tour of the house w ill provide a 

backdrop into the life and times of William Cecil and the generations of his 

family w ho made their ow n mark on the building that w e see today.  

After the guided tour of the house you w ill have an opportunity to visit the 

grounds, deer park and gardens before your coach transfers you back to 
your hotel for dinner and overnight. 

Visit to Burghley House, 
Lincolnshire  



Day 6  

Pack your suitcases before breakfast in the hotel. 
After breakfast we w ill leave by coach for our visit 
to historic Cambridge and onw ard journey to 
Hatfield.  

Our private w alking tour of Cambridge w ill take in 
many of the historic buildings and colleges and 
provide us w ith a lot of background information 
about the importance of the city in Tudor times.  

After lunch you w ill have some free time to explore 
and shop before your journey by coach to your 

hotel near Hatfield.  

Check in and relax before boarding the coach for 
the short journey to Hatfield House to experience 
the delights of an authentic Tudor Banquet before 
returning to the hotel for your overnight stay. 

Visit to Cambridge 



Visit to Hatfield House, 
Hertfordshire 

Day 7  

Pack your suitcases before breakfast at the hotel. You w ill be picked up 
by your coach for the short journey to Hatfield House.  
 
Hatf ield House w as completed in 1611 by Robert Cecil, f irst Earl of 

Salisbury and son of Lord Burghley, the chief minister of Elizabeth I. The 
deer park surrounding the house and the older building of the Old Palace 
had been ow ned by Elizabeth’s father, Henry VIII, w ho used it as a home 
for his children, Edw ard, Elizabeth and Mary.  
 
It w as while she w as living in the Old Palace, in 1558, that Elizabeth 

learned of her accession to the throne. After your private guided tour of 
the house you w ill take lunch and 
follow ing this w ill have an opportunity to 
visit the grounds and gardens before your 
coach transfers you to the airport for your 
journey home. 
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